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            Biological Records Centre


A national focus in the UK for terrestrial and freshwater species recording, established in 1964. We work closely with the voluntary recording community, principally through support of national recording schemes and societies.


See our booklet reviewing the first 50 years of BRC.
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                          BSBI's Atlas 2020 website goes live!

                                  

                      

              

                                      
            
                  



                  
                          New centipede atlas provides insights into British species

                                  

                      

              

                                      
            
                  



                  
                          DECIDE : informing recording where we most need records

                                  

                      

              

                                      
            
                  



                  
                          Targeting Revisits Maps updated for 2022

                                  

                      

              

                                      
            
                  



                  
                          Ecology's first "risk of bias" tool developed
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                          BRC supports a range of apps to aid biological recording

                                  

                      

              

            


    


    

  
          




  


  

  



  

    
    
  
    

      
             



 



      
  


  

  
    
    
  
    

      
             
The BRC is supported by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and the UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (UKCEH), a not-for-profit research institute which recieves support from Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) National Capability funding. The work of BRC is a major component of the National Biodiversity Network (NBN).
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                    Why iRecord symposium talks available online

                    
          iRecord is a free online biological recording tool, comprising a website and mobile app, which is managed by the Biological Records Centre, UKCEH. It is designed with the network of…

31 January 2024


        

          

                    


                    NBN Awards for Wildlife Recording 2024 - nominations open!

                    
          Nominations have opened for the National Biodiversity Network …

30 January 2024


        

          

                    


                    iRecord 101 for rangers webinar booking open

                    
          iRecord 101 for Rangers is a 90-minute webinar from the Biological Recording Company and taught by Keiron Derek Brown taking place on 21st March 2024 (£10 per ticket). Learners are taught how to submit their wildlife observations into the iRecord online platform and how…

22 January 2024
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            What we do




Working in partnership with more than 80 recording schemes and societies, BRC provides a national capability to support and encourage biological recording for a wide range of plant and animal groups, improving how data is collected, made available and used.  


BRC helps the recording community to publish atlases, data and other online resources to provide essential information which informs research, policy and the conservation of our heritage of wildlife. As part of this work we provide website hosting and development support.


We apply innovative use of technology and science excellence to help harness the enthusiasm and knowledge of naturalists, and enable them to collate and analyse their records.


Many CEH staff contribute towards the work of BRC; they are listed on our staff page. 



      
  


  

  
    
    
  
    

      
            Why we do it




The historical legacy of biological recording in Britain and Ireland is unique and inspiring. Many naturalists are committed to studying our flora and fauna, and BRC’s work helps to ensure that we make the most of their observations. The vast datasets built up through the expertise and commitment of the volunteer recording community enables a range of ecological questions to be  addressed.


The value of recording data is enhanced through innovative use of technology and analytical methods, plus integration with other data sources on the ecology of species and the physical environment.


Distribution trends derived from the large-scale and long-term datasets provide evidence for many purposes, particularly in relation to understanding impacts of climate and habitat change, to informing policy to reduce negative impacts.



      
  


  

  



  

    
    
  
      Recording

    

      
            


People have been recording their observations of wildlife for hundreds of years, and the technology and support networks available today make this easier than ever.



      
  


  

  
    
    
  
      Research

    

      
            


The aim of BRC’s publication and research work is to help link volunteer recording efforts to those of research scientists, and develop innovative observational projects that add new insights into large-scale biological processes.
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The BRC provides support for over 80 national recording schemes and societies, applying innovative use of technology and science excellence to help improve how data is collected, made available and used.
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