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Non-native (alien)

• A plant or animal that has 

been introduced to GB by 

people

Invasive

• Negative impact

Invasive non-native species (INNS) 



• c. 2000 non-native species established in GB

• 10-15% are invasive 

Many species across taxa and environment

Terrestrial – ~1750 (10% invasive)

Freshwater – ~85 (60% invasive)

Marine – ~75 (30% invasive)



• 36 major introduction pathways 

How do they get here? 

Horticulture 

Pets 

Zoos 

Kayaks 

Boats

Deliberate release

Angling

Ballast 
water 



Increasing rapidly in GB 

Mean establishments per annum
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• One of the top drivers of biodiversity loss 

worldwide

• Key role in 60% of global extinctions 

• Global economic cost over $423 billion a year 

• Quadrupled each decade since 1970

• ~ £2 billion a year in GB 

Impacts



Biodiversity impacts





new INNS

stressed habitat

Exacerbated by climate change



Target 6, COP 15 (2022)

• Prevent:

• establishment of priority INNS

• 50% of other INNS

• Eradicate or control INNS, especially 

in priority sites

• Need to know when new species 

arrive 

• Rapid response

• Monitoring progress towards targets

CBD Global Biodiversity Framework



NNSIP (GB Non-native Species Information Portal)

• Main repository for NNS data in GB

• Provides:

• GB alert system

• Asian hornet alerts

• BIC alert system

• Improving how data collected 

and speed of flow



Data flow

• Trying to improve data 

flow

• Avoid missing opportunity 

to prevent establishment 

• Support from recording 

schemes crucial



2. Record invasive species sightings:

GB Alert species



2. Record invasive species sightings:

9 vertebrates



2. Record invasive species sightings:

7 plants



2. Record invasive species sightings:

5 invertebrates 



2. Record invasive species sightings:

Reporting sightings

• Alert species

• Any other non-native 

species new to GB 
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Contact details 

www.nonnativespecies.org 

nnss@apha.gov.uk 

• Free online biosecurity 

training

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/
mailto:nnss@apha.gov.uk
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