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Recording 'dark taxa’ - Fungi

Approaches to encouraging recording of species groups that 
are taxonomically difficult

Matt Wainhouse, Fungi & Lichen Senior Specialist
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Recording Kingdom Fungi
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• >18,000 spp (rising)

• 3 recording schemes

• They are hard!



Capitalising on the fungal 

zeitgeist
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The challenge of recording fungi

• Avoid overloading the page 

with text or information that 

doesn’t add to your message

• Limit the number of bullets 

per slide to five or less

• Use only one sentence per 

bullet

• No full stops at the end of 

bullets
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Accessible resources
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Accessible resources
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Active support
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BLS online beginner workshops



Citizen Science
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Plantlife Waxcap Watch

Lost and Found Fungi 

Project

Wytham Woods fungi 

recording 
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DIY DNA Barcoding – an 

alternative approach 



DIY DNA Barcoding – an 

alternative approach 
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Eric Janke

Hampshire Fungus Group

Nick Aplin

Sussex Fungus Group



Encouraging new recorders 

to fungi
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• Accessible resources 

• Active Support from the 

community

• Citizen Science to 

focus attention on fungi

• Embrace DNA as 

alternative approach to 
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