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Dedicated to promoting the study and conservation of insects and other invertebrates in 
the Lancashire and Cheshire region  

vice counties 58-60     and    modern county boundaries



• An initial 5-year project funded by Tanyptera Trust 

• Full-time project officer based in the entomology 

department at World Museum, Liverpool

• Steering group: Dr Steve Judd, Dr Phil Brighton, Steve 

Garland, Dr Ian Wallace

Outline
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 Improve the skills of invertebrate recorders

 Inform and inspire future entomology and invertebrate 

conservation in the region

 Raise the profile of invertebrates with the wider public

 Improve the quality of invertebrate recording

 Identify regionally important species and assemblages

 Improve our understanding of the status and distribution of 

the region’s rare and threatened invertebrates 

 Improve access to data about invertebrates

Aims



FREE Training……..25 workshop in 2018



• Dragonflies and Damselflies with Tony 
Parker – 2 days

• Introduction to Mosquito ID with 
Thom Dallimore – 1 day

• Caddis featured in ‘Insects at Light’ 
course in 2017

2019
• Dragonflies and Damselflies with 

Tony Parker – 2 days

• Mosquito male genitalia ID with 
Thom Dallimore – 1 day

• Aquatic Bugs with Peter and 
Sharon Flint – 1 day

Of freshwater relevance

2018



Start Date No. days Subject Leader

18/01/2019 1 Springtails Peter Shaw

19/01/2019 2 Bees Steven Falk

22/02/2019 1 Leafhoppers Alan Stewart

15/03/2019 1 Weevils Peter Hodge

05/04/2019 2 Centipedes Tony Barber

26/04/2019 2 Dung Beetles Ceri Watkins and Darren Mann

08/06/2019 1 Spiders Richard Burkmar

22/06/2019 2 Dragonflies and Damselflies Tony Parker

10/08/2019 1 Shieldbugs and grasshoppers Phil Smith

14/09/2019 2 Slugs Chris Du Feu

04/10/2019 1 Mosquitos Thom Dallimore

18/10/2019 1 Dolichopodidae flies Martin Drake

15/11/2019 1 Aquatic Bugs Pater and Sharon Flint



www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk



Book and microscopes loans

Borrow for up to 6 months………



Drop-in Sessions

Entomology Collection Days

• 3rd Thursday of every month 10:30 
– 16:30 at World Museum

Evening sessions

• 3rd Thursday of every month 18:30 
– 20:30pm at Court Hey Park, 
Broadgreen

• 2nd Wednesday of every month 
19.15 – 22:00 at Chester Zoo
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Improving facilities for recorders





Invertebrate Recording Days



• 7 organised days in 2018, 
covering 9 sites

• Collecting baseline data at 
under-recorded or private 
sites, often with a project 
priority species previously 
recorded.

• Bringing volunteer 
entomologists together

• Not public Bioblitzes

Yealand Hall and Myers Allotment

Barnaby’s Sands and Burrow Marsh

Mere Sands Wood

Danes Moss

Swettenham Meadows 
& The Quinta

Little Budworth Common

Rainford Woodlands



Bagous Day – 25th May 2018



The target……..Bagous lutosus

Tom Eccles





• c.20 specimens found by Garth 
Foster, Sue Foster and Gary 
Hedges in a single pond at 
Ainsdale.

• A single specimen found on the 
dunes by Tom Eccles 

• Horsetail feeder

• No Bagous lutosus or limosus
found on the day

• Systematic search to be 
commissioned in 2019 following 
current botanical survey

Bagous lutulentus 

Mark Gurney







Atylotus plebeius

The Cheshire Horsefly













Small Grants Scheme – fund £6000 per year 

Project Title Aim / Rationale Award Date

Aphodius (Sigorus) porcus in 
Lancashire (VC59 and VC60) 
and Cheshire (VC58)

Collate historical records, ascertain 
status at known localities, and 
identify and survey suitable habitat 
at new localities at which Sigorus
porcus may be present

24th Aug 2018

Deadlines for applications None

Decision response time Within three weeks

Grants amounts Up to £750 – can go towards expenses and equipment

Eligibility Recorders (over 18s only), recording groups and conservation 
organisations.



A. Invertebrate recording

Species: Conducting basic surveys / searches or setting up surveillance recording for one or more of the project’s 
Priority Species List.

Taxon groups: Structured biological recording of one or more of the project’s current priority groups. These are 
usually those groups that are least recorded invertebrate

Sites and habitats: Structured biological recording of particular sites and habitats / microhabitats of your own 
suggestion supported by a clear rationale. Examples: brownfield sites with ongoing or proposed restoration schemes, 
areas with little or no invertebrate data, or habitats with little or no attention such as river sands and shingle.

Accommodating national recording schemes and societies: To assist with accommodation and access to facilities for 
field meetings within the region. Excludes marine recording schemes.

B. Data digitalisation and summarising

Digitalisation of specimen data or records from historical literature or datasets: Priority will be given to recent, high 
quality datasets of under-recorded invertebrate groups. Grants may only cover T&S costs of visiting museums and 
records centres.

County / vice county checklists: Verifying data as part of creating and maintaining up to date county and vice county 
checklists for invertebrate groups. Grants can cover T&S costs of visiting museums, records centres and private 
collections.

Invertebrate reference lists and priority species accounts: Gathering and updating regional reference lists for 
invertebrate groups or writing accounts for the project’s priority species. Grants can cover T&S costs of visiting 
museums, records centres or private collections.

Small Grants Scheme

http://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Tanyptera_Priority_Species_2018_version_7.xlsx






• National Rare – project priority species
• Grant supported Ian Wallace to check it’s 

status at two principal Cheshire sites – no 
records for 20+ years 

• Still Present at Wynbunbury Moss
• Not found at Danes Moss

Anabolia brevipennis



Feeding damage now recognised and already used to 
help locate species in Norfolk



Ylodes simulans

• National Rare and Near Threatened 
• Never previously recorded in Cheshire 

but occurs on the River Dee in Wales
• Grant supported Ian Wallace to check 

a potential suitable stretch of the River 
Dee, Cheshire 





Making  county or regional checklists more available



Making local information more available







Supporting publications

• Editing Cheshire Water Beetles Atlas – authored 
by Johnathan Guest and Andy Harmer





iRecord Terms and Conditions of Use

(c) you agree that your wildlife observations can 
be made publicly available for wider use.

Promoting OpenData

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/




 Book onto workshops and recording days

 Come along to Drop-in session evenings and Entomology 

Collections Days

 Borrow field guides and a microscope

 Apply for a grant to reimburse your expenses surveying a 

single species, priority taxon group or habitat type

 Offer your services as a workshop tutor or webpage author

 Write a new regional / county checklist for a family / order of 

freshwater invertebrates

 Join the North West Invertebrates Facebook Group

Get involved……….



GET IN TOUCH…………

gary.hedges@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

0151 478 4369

@TanypteraGary

www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk

North West Invertebrates Group
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