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Unpublished Reports

Various other scientific publications and conference papers:

www.caledonianconservation.co.uk/publications 

Data available on NBN Atlas:

https://registry.nbnatlas.org/public/show/dp4
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What?

• Data types:

o Casual / anecdotal

o Verified

o Detailed

o Population

o Movements / behaviour

o Protected sites

o Broad habitats

o Detailed habitats

• Source:

o NBN, LRC, NGO

o Recording Scheme

o Research

o Research

o Research

o SNH, Recording Scheme

o SNH (IHN)

o SNH (NVC)

Who?
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Considerations & Limitations

• Permissions

• Accuracy

• Resolution:

o High enough for purpose?

o Confidentiality / sensitivity

• Under-recorded groups

ABSENCE OF RECORDS DOES NOT 

DEMONSTRATE ABSENCE OF PRESENCE
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Ochtertyre Moss 2011
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Heliophanus dampfi
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Caenlochan 2011
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Spider SCM 2011

Mecynargus paetulus – Scottish mountain-

spider

• RDB2

• Elevations above 850m

• Associated with Nardus strictus matt grass 

snow-bed habitats

• ♂ ♀ May & September
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SCM 2011-17

Torridon Forest 2017
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Phratora polaris
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Phratora polaris

Stenus

glacialis
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Barry Links 2011
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Abernethy Forest 2013
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Abernethy Forest: Sample Locations
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Abernethy Forest (57.9km2)

• Feature poorly defined in citation

• Used unpublished SNH dossier of invertebrate 

records from site to target surveys

• Included:

o Araneae

o Coleoptera

o Hemiptera

o Hymenoptera

o Lepidoptera

o Odonata
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Clubiona subsultans
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North Rothiemurchus Pinewood 2013
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North Rothiemurchus Pinewood (15.1km2)

• Includes:

o Araneae (Clubiona subsultans)

o Coleoptera (Dryops nitidulus, Hydrochus brevis)

o Hymenoptera (Formica exsecta, Osmia

uncinata)

o Odonata (Northern damselfly)
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North Rothiemurchus Pine Wood: Wood Ant Nests

Using Existing Datasets to Inform Site 

Condition Monitoring at SSSIs in Scotland



North Rothiemurchus – Results:  Hymenoptera

• Re-found Formica exsecta

• 45 nests found (less than 52 found by Gus Jones 

survey in 1996-97)

• Shading rendering habitat less suitable

• Development pressures
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Torridon Forest 2011
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Micaria alpina – Alpine ant-spider

• RDB3

• Elevations above 750m

• Associated with:

o Vaccinum myrtillus (bilberry heath)

o Racomitrium
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Torridon Results

• Erroneous record

• Actually Lochan Fheoir in Cnoc an Alaskie

SSSI (not added as a feature to date)

Milner, J.E. 1988.  New records of Erigone psychrophila

Thorell and Micaria alpina L. Koch from Sutherland and Ross, 

Scotland. Newsletter of the British Arachnological Society 

51, 6.
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Cairngorms 2013
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Cairngorms (292.3km2)

• Elevation 200 – 1,309m

• Range of habitats from mountain to forest

• Feature poorly defined in citation

• Used unpublished SNH dossier of invertebrate 

records from site to target surveys

• Included:

o Araneae

o Coleoptera

o Hemiptera

o Lepidoptera

o Mollusca

o Odonata
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Cairngorms: Site
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Cairngorms: Odonata Sample Locations
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Possible Species Cairngorms 

Sites 2013 SCM

Glen Derry 2014 

SCM

Aeshna caerulea (azure hawker)*

Aeshna juncea (common hawker) X b X b

Coenagrion hastulatum (northern damselfly)

Cordulegaster boltonii (golden-ringed dragonfly) X X

Enallagma cyathigerum (common blue damselfly) X

Ischnura elegans (blue-tailed damselfly) X b

Lestes sponsa (emerald damselfly) X X

Leuchorrhinia dubia (white-faced darter) X b

Libellula quadrimaculata (four-spotted chaser) X b

Pyrrhosoma nymphula (large red damselfly) X b X b

Somatochlora arctica (northern emerald)

Sympetrum danae (black darter) X b X b

Sympetrum striolatum (common darter)

Total 9/6b 5/3b

X = present; b = evidence of breeding

* Records of this species are considered to be questionable in this area

Table 3.12  List of Odonata species recorded in Cairngorms SSSI compared with 

species recorded from this area historically
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Cairngorms: Site
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Cairngorms: Geology
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Cairngorms: NW Mollusc Sample Locations
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Rum 2015
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• Exceptional work completed by Peter Wormell

(former Warden), but records and reports thought 

to be lost through pulping as part of a 

rationalization process without digital copies being 

kept.

• Wormell published articles in journals so these 

remain, but are not as detailed as original records 

and reports.

• Invertebrate assemblage feature was defined 

based on upland, peatland, and coastal habitats.
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Key Messages
• Never destroy historic data!

• The better the data, the more easily a feature can be 

relocated or not, increasing confidence in monitoring.

• Huge range of data sources, of varying detail and reliability.

• Think outside the box – sometimes useful data comes from 

unexpected sources.

• Museums collections are an invaluable resource.

• Keep recording, with as much detail as possible.

• Share data.
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