




Why the Cairngorms?

The Cairngorms National Park is a unique and special place supporting a wide range of invertebrates. The last stronghold 
for increasing numbers of invertebrate species that are becoming rare or extinct elsewhere in Britain.

‘Rare Invertebrates in the Cairngorms’ aims to improve the conservation fortunes of six very rare insect species in the 
Cairngorms National Park. These are six of the UK's rarest insect species and the Cairngorms National Park is an 
important stronghold for all of them.



RIC Goals

1.Increasing awareness

2.Improving our understanding

3.Improving habitat management

4.Forming good relationships with landowners



Volunteers- training- recorders

51





• Surveys in Strathspey, 
Deeside, Perthshire, 
Angus Glens-
informed by drone 
work

• Found in five new 
sites, rediscovered at 
one site



• Volunteer behavioural 
observations

• Advocacy and land 
owner engagement 
with Dalmunzie Estate 
and Glen Feshie







• Found three new site for 
the species

• Found in Scottish wood 
ant nests for first time

• Surveys across 
Strathspey and Deeside

• Narrow headed ant 
surveys



Ant Boy Xander! 

Ant Boy’s Dad! 





• Habitat surveys and mapping



• Moth trapping in 2019 – 8 teams

• SNH research internship 



Management- working with landowners to protection of aspen suckers 





• Ten new sites 
between 2017-2019

• Behavioural 
observations

• Integrating needs 
into new 
developments  









Pheromone trials:

• Nearly 40 participants

• Nearly 89 new 1km squares

• 3 new 10km squares







• Stump creation

• Larval surveys 
across 5 sites

• Poster challenge

• Steven Falk

• Sweden

• Captive rearing











Thank you! 
sarahhenshall@cairngorms.co.uk

mailto:sarahhenshall@cairngorms.co.uk

